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CONSULTANCY OPPORTUNITY: CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Application deadline: 3 February 2022 

 

Project Title: Barriers to the transformation of South Africa’s food system: Can the law be a lever for 

change? 

 

Overview of the Project 

 

Are you passionate about animal wellbeing; human rights; environmental protection; and the transformation of our food system to 

better serve non-human animals, humans and the planet?  

 

South Africa’s food system is heavily reliant on animal-based protein with the highest rate of meat consumption 

in Africa. Demand for animal-based protein has steadily grown over the last few decades and is only projected 

to increase through a rise in intensive animal farming methods (also known as “factory farming” or 

“Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations”). This has dire implications for non-human animals, humans and 

the environment. 

 

Animal Law Reform South Africa (ALRSA) seeks a consultant (or team of consultants) to conduct a diagnostic 

analysis of barriers to the transformation of South Africa’s food system to inform advocacy for the reform of 

the regulatory regime to promote farmed animal welfare, human rights, health, and environmental protection 

and to provide for a phased shift away from intensive animal agriculture and animal-based protein dependence 

towards plant, fungi, and cell-based alternative proteins. This analysis will entail: (a) a gap analysis of the 

regulatory framework governing farmed animal welfare and the extent to which South Africa's legal framework 

is receptive to promoting growth in the alternative protein market; and (b) a survey of public perception of (i) 

farmed animal welfare and the health, environmental, and climate implications of our current farm system; and 

(ii) alternative proteins. The consultant(s) will, together with ALRSA, set out the findings of this analysis in an 

Open Access Working paper and a White Paper.  

 

Scope of Work  

 

The scope of work for this Project will entail:  

(i) The conducting of a legal and regulatory gap analysis of the current animal and agricultural law 

and policy framework in South Africa and its capacity to address the harms of industrialised animal 

agriculture and to accommodate the growth of alternative proteins in South Africa’s food system. 

(ii) The conducting of a survey of a representative group to demonstrate the extent to which the South 

African public is aware of the harms associated with animal agriculture in South Africa; and the 
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extent to which the South African public is open to a shift towards plant, fungi and cell-based 

proteins. 

(iii) Based on the barriers identified in (i) and (ii), the consultant will work with ALRSA to identify 

possible ways to transform South Africa's food system through legal and policy reform pathways 

to improve farmed animal welfare through public and private sector regulation; promote public 

awareness of farmed animal welfare and the intersectional impacts of industrialised agriculture in 

South Africa; and prepare South Africa for a transition towards alternative proteins. 

 

Key deliverables and timeline  

 

The consultant(s) will be engaged for a period of approximately eight (8) months from February to October 

2022 entailing approximately 35 – 40 hours of work per month.  

 

Final deliverables will include: 

 

• An Open Access Working Paper (final draft by 1 July 2022). 

• A White Paper to be published online in a public access format with a summary of findings (final draft by 

1 October 2022). 

 

Consultant Expertise and Qualifications 

 

ALRSA seeks an individual consultant or a team of consultants with the following expertise and qualifications: 

 

• An advanced degree in law and substantial knowledge of South Africa’s regulatory regime. If applying as 

a team, at least one team member should hold an advanced law degree. 

• Experience in developing, conducting and applying empirical research. 

(*Note: we are open to appointing a team of consultants including at least one team member with a legal 

background and one with empirical research experience). 

• Strong interest and background in one or more of the following fields: animal law; animal welfare; human 

rights; environmental law; administrative law; constitutional law; food systems; agriculture; and/or 

alternative proteins.   

• Experience in managing multi-faceted projects. 

• Strong research skills. 

• Strong analytical and writing skills, and ability to synthesize information across a wide range of fields. 

• Experience developing reports of a similar nature. 

• Ability to work independently and collaboratively as part of a consultant team. 
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Application process 

 

Consultants may apply individually or as part of team. If applying as a team, please include 

in your proposal (1) prior history of working together, (2) the reason you chose to collaborate on this 

project, and (3) the roles of each person on the team. 

 

Interested applicants should send a 2-4 page proposal with the following information: 

 

• Consultant’s key field(s) of interest and expertise. 

• Consultant’s particular knowledge or experience working in the fields of animal law; animal welfare; 

human rights; environmental law; administrative law; constitutional law; food systems; agriculture; and/or 

alternative proteins.   

• A one-page description of how the consultant(s) would approach the work, including specific activities, 

outputs, and timeline. 

• Examples of similar past work. 

• Hourly compensation rate and estimated project budget. 

 

Kindly annex the following to your proposal: 
 

• A copy of consultant’s CV (or the CV of each team member if applying as team); 

• Details of at least two contactable references; and 

• A writing sample (published or unpublished). 
 

Please send applications, as well as with any questions about the process, to larawallis@animallawreform.org 

with “Consultancy Application – [your name]” as the subject line of your email.  

 

Applications must be received by close of business on 3 February 2022. Interviews will be conducted in early 

February with an expected start date of 14 February 2022. 
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